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A half-dead Singapore pirate is plucked from the Celebes Sea in the Western Pacific, setting off

alarms halfway around the world in Washington, D.C. Traces of radiation are found on the man,

causing Australian officials to call in Op-Center for a top-secret investigation of nuclear disposal

sites.Â  When an empty drum from a recent drop-off is discovered near where the pirate's ship was

destroyed, the Op-Center team comes to a terrifying conclusion: A multinational corporation hired to

dispose of nuclear waste is selling it instead-to a most unlikely terrorist... --This text refers to the

Mass Market Paperback edition.
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Among the countless and careless errors throughout this book, as attested to by several other

reviewers, the one that bothers me the most is the author's horrendous misunderstanding of the

terms "contamination" and "radiation." Being an ex nuclear submariner and nuclear engineer, I have

always been impressed by the accuracy of Tom Clancy's research, whether it was the details of

nuclear submarine operations or his insights regarding interactions among members of the officers

and crew. Tom Clancy was a meticulous researcher. Tom Clancy understood the difference

between "contamination" and "radiation" and never would have written a book based on such a

misapplication of science.Lee Tong, the "radiation man" who sets off the entire story, conceivably

could have been irradiated by gamma rays from the nuclear cargo on his target ship but that

exposure, no matter how intense, would in no way have made him radioactive. There would be no



need for a lead shield as described in his hospital room. If on the other hand he became

contaminated with radioactive material from the target boat as a result of the explosion, then the

target ship and many of its crew members would also have been contaminated. But they weren't.

You can walk away from a radiation source, but if you are contaminated with radioactive particles, it

goes with you.For those of us who have been conditioned to read anything with Tom Clancy's name

on it, and who do so because we have learned to trust the authenticity of his work, this book is

extremely disappointing. We used to read Clancy because we trusted him and because of this trust

we had confidence that the technology described in the story was accurate, not science fiction.
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